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editions of the Bible. 
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The Sacramentals of the Catholic Church. 


By Rev. A. A. Lambing, L.L.D. An interesting explanation of the 
sacramentals; viz., the Sign of the Cross, Holy Water, Rosary, Scap- 
ular, Candles, etc. etc. Illustrated. Paper binding. $0.25 


; This ideal prayer book is a real gem and 
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Father Paul of Moll. A book which will be gg Boor 


wonder and edification. 
in blue cloth with gold stamping. Five photo-tone illustrations with 
portrait of the servant of God as frontispiece. Price $1.50 


Inspiring Words of the Blessed Curé of Ars. The 


reading of this book will prove of 
great benefit to all. Price 25 cents; in German 30 cents. 








Consoling Revelations. A little volume containing 


much that is consoling and 
uplifting to the tempest-tossed soul. Neatly bound in blue silk cloth. 
Price 35 cents; in German 30 cents. 
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“Come to Me all you that labor and are burdened, | will refresh you.” 
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Thy Eucharistic Kingdom Come! 





7a N the Church, there is at present a strong manifesta- 
aD tion of the Holy Spirit perceptible, which directs the 
minds of the faithful toward the most Holy Eucha- 
rist and quickens their hearts with love and zeal 
for this Adorable Sacrament. Many bishops en- 
lightened by God, and numerous noble priests, are animated with 
a desire for the coming of the Eucharistic kingdom. It is through 
the devotion to the Eucharistic Heart of Jesus that the coming 
of the Eucharistic kingdom should be prepared. The faithful 
should be filled with a burning love and devotedness, in return 
for that infinite love with which the Divine Heart of Jesus instituted 
the most Holy Sacrament of the altar, and abides in our midst 
to the end of time. 

St. Gertrude, who is called the prophetess of the Sacred 
Heart, had been vouchsafed a special revelation regarding the 
Sacred Heart devotion for the latter ages of the Church. From 
her writings we learn that the Blessed Sacrament will yet celebrate 
a grand triumph in the world. At the end of time the Holy 
Eucharist will cease to be, and therefore, before the end of the 
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world, It will receive a universal homage, so solemn, the like 
of which could not be recorded in any previous century. 

This triumph is also alluded to in the act of consecration 
of mankind to the Sacred Heart of Jesus by Leo XIII. In this 
particular form, mention is made that “from pole to pole” universal 
homage will be rendered to this Divine Heart in the Sacrament 
of love. By his encyclical on the Holy Eucharist, the same 
enlightened Pontiff, — “this light from heaven” — prepared the 
coming of the Eucharistic kingdom. He calls out to us: The 
Savior and Redeemer of the world is in your midst and you do 
not know Him. 

The truth of the real presence of Jesus Christ in the Blessed 
Sacrament must be fearlessly proclaimed to the faithful in clear 
and definite terms. The most Blessed Sacrament is our God, 
before whom every knee must bend. A Catholic who doubts 
the real presence is no longer a Catholic. Such a one has lost 
his faith and in this disposition cannot be saved. How many 
Catholics show by their conduct, by their coldness and indiffer- 
ence, that their faith in this Divine Sacrament is very weak if not 
entirely extinct. Truly, then, does the holy Father say: In your 
mids& is One whom you do not know. 


Suffered Shipwreck in Religion. 


Jesus Christ is really, truly and substantially present in the 
most Blessed Sacrament, with body and soul, with flesh and 
blood, with divinity and humanity. This is the doctrine of the 
holy, infallible Church. A Catholic who has not a firm and lively 
faith in this truth, must consider himself an apostate that has 
suffered shipwreck in his entire religion. A person who from 
human respect would endeavor to lessen or conceal this truth, 
would commit a mortal sin. It is a sacred duty for us Catholics 
to confess, to preach, to defend our God in the Holy Eucharist 
before the whole world, in word, deed and writing, that our 
Eucharistic God may reign supreme. 

There is an infinitely great difference whether we believe 
that something is merely bread, or whether it is God; whether 
the sacrifice of the Mass is only a ceremony, or the unbloody 
sacrifice of the cross where Christ offers Himself to the Heavenly 
Father by the ministration of the priest. There is also an 
infinitely great difference between a person who is animated 
by the fervor of this devotion toward our Eucharistic Lord, and 
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a Christian who hardly ever realizes the meaning of: Jesus with 
us in the Holy Eucharist! 

There is only one basis of reunion for the nations who are 
separated in faith, and this basis is: the acknowledgment that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of the living God, and that as such He 
is not only enthroned at the right hand of God but also truly 
living in the most Blessed Sacrament. 


ODODIOND IDO 


Great Effects of Holy Communion. 





Fe! LL the sacraments confer grace, but of all Holy 
Communion is the most excellent. The other sac- 
raments contain the gifts of God; Holy Commun- 
ion God Himself. The precious effects which the 
Blessed Sacrament produces in the souls of those 
who woetliily receive It, are manifold. 





Holy Communion Sometimes Remits Even Mortal Sins. 


For instance, if the communicant be unconsciously in mortal 
sin, and attrite only, that is having only attrition for his sins, 
Holy Communion infuses into the soul divine charity and restores 
the soul to the friendship of her God. St. Thomas, the great 
Dod¢tor of the Church, says, “He, who communicates when infected 
with mortal sin without being aware of it, receives pardon, be- 
cause if he had not been sufficiently contrite at the moment of 
absolution, by approaching the holy table with respect and devo- 
tion, he will receive in the Blessed Eucharist the grace of charity 
which will perfect his contrition, and remit his mortal sin.” 


Holy Communion Remits Venial Sins. 


The Council of Trent says, “The Blessed Eucharist is the 
antidote that delivers us from venial faults” (Sess. xiii. 2). The 
catechism of the same Council adds, “It is beyond all doubt, that 
the Eucharist remits and entirely effaces the trifling faults called 
venial. And it restores:to the soul, by effacing them, all that 
she had lost by the heat of concupiscence in committing them.” 
The very best amongst us sin very often. “The just man falls 
seven times,” says the Sacred Scripture. And again, “In many 
things we all offend” (James, iii. 2). “If we say we have no 
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sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us” (1. John, i. 8). 
Holy Communion is the sovereign remedy against all, It blots 
out and effaces those daily faults, and preserves the soul in youth 
and beauty. “This,” says St. Ambrose, “is the daily bread which 
is eaten for the curing of our daily infirmities. Each time,” adds 
the saint, “that the blood of Jesus Christ is spilled, it flows for 
the remission of sins; and since | am incessantly sinning, I ought 
incessantly have recourse to this remedy.” 

Venial sins cool the fervor of charity, Holy Communion 
warms and increases divine charity in the soul. As corporal food 
restores to the body what it loses by natural heat and the ex- 
haustion of the day, so the Bread of angels gives back to the 
soul what it loses by daily faults and the heat of concupiscence. 
May we be worthy to receive daily this living and life-preserv- 
ing Food. 


Holy Communion Remits Temporal Punishment Due to Sin. 


The water of baptism sends the soul straight to heaven — re- 
mits all the temporal as well as the eternal punishment due to 
sin. Baptism of blood or martyrdom united with charity entitles 
the soul to the immediate possession of paradise. Perfect con- 
trition and perfect charity remit sometimes a part, sometimes the 
whole, of temporal punishment due to sin. Now, Holy Commun- 
ion — fervent Communion — infuses into the soul perfect contrition 
and charity, which cancel temporal punishment, and hence free 
the soul, partly or altogether, from the pains of purgatory. We 
know not the amount of punishment in the other life our sins 
deserve. Our sins! so many and so manifold, sins in the very 
twilight of reason, sins in youth, sins in manhood, sins in old 
age, sins in thought, sins against our neighbor, sins against our- 
selves. How many sins every day, every month, every year? 
How many in the course of our whole lives? Count them we 
cannot. Do not our iniquities surpass in number the very hairs 
of our heads? And Still, though they be pardoned by the mercy 
of God, the temporal punishment due to them must be expiated 
either in this life or in the next. 

Nothing defiled can ever enter the kingdom of heaven, the 
last farthing must be paid, the last stain: of sin must be washed 
out; when the soul is a thousand times whiter and purer than the 
very rays of the sun, then, and then only, is she fit to behold 
the infinite glory of the eternal Son of God! O God of infinite 
sanctity, how can we poor sinners presume to be worthy to see 
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Thee? Fervent, frequent Communion will purify our souls, pay 
the debt due to our sins, and fit us to see and enjoy God soon 
after death. May Jesus grant it. 


Holy Communion Preserves the Soul from Mortal Sin. 


“The Blessed Eucharist,” says the Council of Trent (Sess. 
xiv. c. 2), “is an antidote by which we are preserved from mortal 
sin.” As material food preserves the body from death, so Holy 
Communion is the life of the soul. “Your fathers,” says our 
blessed Redeemer, “did eat manna and are dead, if any man 
eat of this bread he shall live forever.” “The bread that I will 
give you is my flesh for the life of the world.” As the pure 
fountain refreshes the body by quenching the burning thirst, so 
Holy Communion, the fountain of living waters, cools and ex- 
tinguishes the ardor of our passions. “If any of you,” says St. 
Bernard, “does not experience such frequent or such violent 
motions of anger, of envy, or of lust, let him give thanks to the 
body of the Lord, which produces life in his soul.” “There is 
no means,” adds St. Gregory the Great, “more certain or more 
prompt to restrain the passions, to root out bad habits, to inflame 
us with the love of God, than frequent Communion.” “He who 
has a wound,” remarks St. Ambrose, “seeks a remedy; our wound 
is sin, our remedy the heavenly and adorable Eucharist.” 

Holy Communion is that life-preserving tree planted in the 
garden of paradise. Holy Communion is the fountain of living 
waters flowing in the same lovely garden; they who eat of the 
fruit of that tree (the body of the Lord), and who drink of the 
waters of that fountain (the blood of the Lord), will be preserved 
from the death of the soul— mortal ‘sin. May the body and 
blood of Jesus preserve our souls to life everlasting. 


Holy Communion Increases Sanctifying Grace. 


Holy Communion as a sacrament, by virtue inherent in it, 
containing God Himself, infuses into the soul an increase of 
sanctifying grace, of divine charity, of the love of God. This 
is, in a word, the great and principal effect of this holy sacrament. 
Holy Communion insures heaven to us, it gives us a right and 
pledge to the enjoyment of paradise. We have for this no less 
an authority than our blessed Redeemer Himself, who says, “If 
any man eat of this bread he shall live for ever.” And again, 
“He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath everlasting 
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life, and I will raise him up on the last day.” Writing on this 
subject St. Bernard exclaims, “Rejoice, ye spouses, be in trans- 
ports of joy... You possess the pledge, you hold the earnest of 
the spouse to whom you will be happily united in the celestial 
country.” Ours then is heaven with all its glory, paradise with 
all its joy, God Himself with all His beauty, if we but make worthy 
Communions. May heaven grant it. 

Holy Communion inspires courage and strength for all sac- 
rifices, courage to suffer, nay to die for Christ. The Bread of 
life gives strength to bear with patience, and even with joy, 
poverty, sufferings, humiliations, the most painful trials, the most 
cruel torments, and even martyrdom itself, for the love of God. 
“Nothing,” says St. Jerome, “strengthens the soul so much as this 
Bread of life;’ and St. Chrysostom says, “Let us retire from this 
sacred table like lions, full of ardor and terrible to the devils.” 


What Gives Strength? 


What gives strenzth to the poor of Christ in their poverty, 
trials, and privations of all kinds? Ask them, and they will tell 
you it is the table of the Lord. What gives strength to the tender 
maiden in the cloister to break the strongest ties that bind the 
human heart to this world, strength to lead in human flesh an 
angel’s life, courage, whether on the battle field or in the fever 
hospital, to live and die for the suffering members of her Spouse? 
Ask her: she replies, “The Bread of the elect, and wine springing 
forth virgins.” What gives courage to the missionary to bid 
farewell for ever to home and country to win souls to Jesus? 
What fills his soul with joy in the burning sands of Africa, or the 
wild wastes of Alaska? Ask him: he.replies, “The body and 
blood of Jesus in the holy sacrifice of the Mass.” “Even if I 
walk in the shadows of death, | shall fear not, because Thou art 
with me.” 

What gives power to the priest of Jesus Christ to preserve 
himself unsullied amid the sins and abominations of a wicked 
world? The body and blood of Jesus Christ. What gave courage 
to the confessor to rejoice in his chains, and to the martyr to 
meet death in its fiercest shapes with serene intrepidity? The 
Bread of angels. Fortified, nourished, animated by the real 
presence of Jesus in Holy Communion, the dark dungeon, the 
rack, the gibbet, the amphitheater, the red-hot gridiron, the blazing 
fire, for them had no terror. This heavenly manna took from 
the tiger his fierceness, cooled the heat of the furnace, blunted the 
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edge of the sword. O unspeakable effects of Holy Communion! 

Besides these general effects, how many others known only 
to the devout communicant? how many to God alone? “Give 
me a lover,” says St. Augustine, “and he will understand what 
I mean.” In communing with her Lord, with Jesus in her heart, 
the holy soul finds tears of sorrow for past sins, confidence for 
the future, burning love for God, courage to bear up with trials 
and adversities, fortitude to live, yea, and if necessary, to die for 
Christ, and the peace and joy of a good conscience, which is a 
‘perpetual feast’— a paradise on earth. O the sweet, inexpressible 
effects of Holy Communion! May we all experience them in 


our souls. Rev. D. K. 
0D 0D 02020 


Aa Infinitely Precious Life That is 
Too Little Esteemed. 





n our midst, in our heart, there dwells One, whom so many 
Christians, alas! no longer care to recognize or forget 
entirely. Every Christian has two lives, a natural life, 
according to body and soul in common with all men; 
but he possesses also a supernatural life, an inexpressibly precious 
life, a mysterious life in Jesus Christ. In baptism, Jesus Christ takes 
personal possession of the Christian. Our Lord comes to him inter- 
iorly, as the Church does exteriorly. Our Lord becomes one with 
man, as the vine with the branches, as the head with the members. 

Through the indwelling of Jesus in the heart of man, the 
heart of every Christian becomes the abode of Jesus Christ, 
becomes His terrestial heaven, the throne of His graces, the place 
of His delights. He is and dwells in us with so great a love, that 
no creature can comprehend it. The Son of God is in the 
Christian, as His Father is in Him, and at the same time with 
Christ is the Father also in us. “If anyone love Me, My Father 
will love him, and we will come to him and will make our abode 
with him.” The necessary condition for this indwelling is that 
our heart be free from mortal sin and adorned with the grace 
of sanctification. 

Bl. Angela of Foligno says, “The God-Man is in our soul and 
is nearer to it than the soul is to itself; there is no separation 
between Him and the believing soul except by mortal sin.” 
Jesus is not only the Emmanuel, “God with us,” but He dwells in 
us, as we likewise dwell in Him. 
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This great mystery of the union of Jesus with ourselves is 
effected by the Holy Ghost, who is likewise the union of the Father 
and the Son. He reposes with His entire plenitude in the sacred 
humanity of Jesus, whence He inundates the living members of 
Jesus Chirst with Himself. He brings us the divine, supernatural, 
truly Catholic life. Jesus operates in us and in His Church only 
through the Holy Ghost, as God the Father operates only through 
and in His Son. 

Life for Life, Love for Love. 

In order that Jesus may live in us, we must receive Him and 
give Him life for life, love for love, that-is, all our actions and 
desires must have Jesus for their object, all our love must be 
concentrated in Jesus, so that in reality we love Jesus with our 
whole heart, our whole soul, our whole strength. The more 
intimate our union, the greater the degree of piety, and the more 
perfect the life of love in Jesus. 

Happy life in which Jesus abides in us and we in Him! O 
supernatural life that surpasses all understanding and that is given 
as a free gift. As the light coming from the sun is imparted to 
us gratis, so does Jesus give us this His life gratis, yea, He even 
has a great desire to impart it to us, for He says, “I am come 
that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”’ 

This life of Jesus is a necessity, for without it there is no 
salvation for us. This life is found in the Catholic Church; the 
Church imparts it to man and leads him upon supernatural paths 
to the enjoyment of an eternal glorious life in heaven. 

O holy Catholic Church, how sublime art thou! Thou dost 
possess within thee divine life, from thee’! receive this life, thou 
art truly my mother. O how! love thee! This our good mother 
nourishes and maintains in us this supernatural life in every 
possible manner till death, especially by the divine food, the 
Blessed Sacrament of the altar. This Bread of life, this pledge 
of eternal life we must often receive, as was ordained by God 
and the holy Church, in order that the divine life may be main- 
tained and increased in us. 

What a consolation for us to know that Jesus really lives in 
us always, so that with St. Paul we may exclaim, “I live, now 
not I, but Christ liveth in me.” Jesus therefore continues to live 
in us, to pray in us, to labor in us; He renews in us His earthly 
life. He permits us to participate in all His merits, which He 
offers in us to the Heavenly Father, so that all our petitions may 
easily be granted. O that we would better realize the presence 
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of Jesus with us! One is in our midst whom, alas! we do not 
sufficiently know. O that I might realize my dignity, my power, 
my happiness through the life of Jesus within me! 


ODINDWD OD IODO 


Appearance of the Sacred Heart. 





MONG the survivors of the terrible catastrophe that befell 
the island of Martinique at the eruption of Mount Pelee, 
May 8, 1902, were the sisters of the congregation of 
De la Deliverande, twenty-three in number. That Morne 
Rouge escaped devastation, they attributed to divine intervention, 
for, though their community was nearest to the crater, yet it was 
the only one within the zone of disaster that escaped unharmed. 

The election campaign was on for the house of French 
deputies. The socialists formed a strong majority in St. Pierre, 
and about four hundred of them were in Morne Rouge, near 
St. Pierre. They denounced the Catholic clergy and went so far 
as to threaten the sisters’ lives. Night and day they sang ribald 
campaign songs. St. Pierre was placarded with blasphemous 
proclamations. The blacks threatened to seize the church 
and turn it into a theatre and the cathedral of the city into a 
dance-hall. 

Sister Mary of the Infant Jesus describes the events thus: 
“We were in deadly fear of our lives, and for two days and nights 
Stayed in the church of Notre Dame, in Morne Rouge, praying. 
Early on the morning of May 8th, the mountain began to rumble 
and to emit smoke. Father Marie celebrated holy Mass at six 
o’clock; Father Bruno at half past seven. Services were hardly 
over before the good people of the town began to flock in terror 
to the church. The priest distributed Holy Communion, when 
suddenly there appeared before the altar, our Savior, showing 
His Sacred Heart. 

“The members of the congregation, kneeling cried to one 
another, ‘See the Sacred Heart!’ The vision was sad-faced and 
wan. All that day of terror we remained in prayer. Fire, steam 
and boiling mud were all around us, yet our place was untouched; 
not a person was lost or harmed. Another miracle that occurred 
during those terrible hours of suspense was this: From our small 
supply of Sacred Heart badges, I gave one to each in the church; 
when | had finished, I had as many as when I began.” 
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HE family is the root, the foundation, the source 
of human society. In the family the human being 
receives his existence, the life of body and soul. 
There to the child is imparted the first training 

- and education; there the character is formed, the 
ways and manners shaped and fashioned. As the Christian family, 
so the parish. The condition of the family constitutes the con- 
dition of the parish; of families the Church and the state are 
composed. What can there be of greater importance for the 
Church than the family? From the bosom of the family proceeds 
the honor or ignominy, the happiness or misfortune of each in- 
dividual as well as of the Church. The youth when leaving the 
family circle, his paternal home, will, according to the words of 
holy Scripture, not greatly change in after years: “A young man 
according to his way, even when he is old, he will not depart 
from it.” 

Realizing the vital importance of truly Christian home influ- 
ence, our holy Father, Pope Benedict XV. in a papal brief, highly 
praised the beautiful practice of consecrating families to the 
Sacred Heart. Jesus Christ must reign in the home, we must 
proclaim Him King. This is done by consecrating the family in 
a solemn manner to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. A throne should 
be erected, and an image or picture of the Sacred Heart given 
a prominent place, as a sign that our Lord reigns visibly in that 
family. 

“Although Leo XIII. has consecrated the whole human race 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus,” says Pope Benedict, “nevertheless, 
this special consecration of individual families will aid in attaining 
the object of the universal consecration.” Our present holy Father 
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takes particular delight in this work, and asks all to help promote 
it. In his letter of commendation to enthrone the Sacred Heart in 
the home, the Supreme Pontiff said that nothing could be more 
opportune at the present day when so many enemies of God 
and of the Church are seeking to destroy the Christian family. 
Hence the evils of divorce, depopulation of families, infidelity to 
the marriage bonds; worldly-mindedness, disobedience and insub- 
ordination of children toward their parents, education of children 
in irreligious schools, etc. He earnestly admonishes all to endeavor 
to check these evils by again placing Christ at the head of the 
family, that the charity of Christ may hover over the home, and 
the love of the Sacred Heart may, like a king, reign over the 
household. . 

“This is a holy and salutary work,” the Pope says further. 
“The family must again learn to know Jesus Christ, His doctrine, 
His life, His passion and death, His glorification; without a solid 
knowledge of the eternal Word, no true piety is possible, and 
the devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus cannot be fruitful.” It 
is the express wish of the holy Father that Jesus be more and 
more known in the family, and to accomplish this, he desires 
that the ceremony of enthronement, that is, raising Jesus Christ 
upon the throne in families, be spread throughout the world. 


In This Country of Ours. 


The Sovereign Pontiff realizes that in this country of ours, 
grave dangers are threatening Christian families, and in a recent 
papal document sent to the three cardinals of the United States, 
he called special attention to this point. He warns against an 
evil that is spreading in the land like a poisonous weed, whereby 
the foundations of families are undermined and which has in 
consequence, the depopulation of families. If parents pervert the 
laws of God, is it then surprising if children no longer recognize 
the authority of their parents? In warning tones the Father of 
Christendom also raises his voice against the unrestrained pursuit 
of worldly possessions and amusements. 

To check this ungodly spirit of our age, and to offset the 
evil consequences, the holy Father emphatically expresses his 
wish that every family should consecrate itself anew to the Sacred 
Heart. Not only once a year, but every month, even oftener, and 
to erect a throne to the Sacred Heart in the midst of the family 
circle. He desires that the act of consecration should take place 
at home, and if possible, by the father or mother. Thus, not only 
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will the church be a sanctuary, a house of God, a place of divine 
worship, but the paternal home will also be a sacred place, an 
oratory where God daily receives praise and honor from the 
whole family. At home the children must learn obedience and 
from the pgwer of example imbibe good morals; there the parents 
must foster the principles of Christian life and true piety. It is 
for the renovation of this spirit that the holy Father so highly 
recommends the enthronement of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
More than two hundred and twenty cardinals, archbishops and 
bishops have warmly commended this devotion. 

By this enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the family, the 
home will become another sanctuary. The fear of God, piety, 
mutual love and patience will enter therein, and according to His 
promise, our Lord will bless the dwelling where a picture of His 
Heart is venerated. The spirit of the world with its revolting 
tastes and fashions will vanish from such a home. 

Another fruit will be, greater love for the living Heart of 
Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. The image of the Sacred Heart at 
home, points out directly the flaming love of the Adorable Heart 
of Jesus concealed in the Sacred Host. As a result of living in 
such an atmosphere at home, with what different dispositions 
will a person go to church! 

By this enthronement of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the 
crucifix, too, will once more find a place of honor in the family. 
The crucifix refers to the holy, unbloody sacrifice of the Mass, the 
picture of the Sacred Heart reminds us of Holy Communion and 
the continual presence of our Lord in the most Blessed Sacrament. 


We have just published a special Sacred Heart booklet 
containing various prayers suitable for the ceremony of 
enthronement: acts of consecration, the Litany of the 
Sacred Heart, and an excellent assortment of beautiful 
prayers in honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. The price 
of the booklet is only five cents. 


Artistic and devotional Sacred Heart pictures, finely 
executed in photo-tone, can be had in the following sizes: - 


Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust 16x22 in. 25 cents. 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, full figure 1x28” 35 ” 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Companion saa" oe 
Sacred Heart of Mary, pictures 17x23 " 25 ” 


REMARK: A simple frame in a brown or dark color, about two inches 
wide, would be quite appropriate for framing these pictures. 


“Tabernacle and Purgatory,” Clyde, Mo. 
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A Mother’s Desire Realized. 





Y mother,” writes a priest, “had been a widow for 

seven years when I began to study for the priesthood. 

I was then about fourteen. She conducted a small 

business, but the meager profits necessitated many a 

great sacrifice to provide me with the means to pursue my 

Studies. At last I finished a classical course at the college; but 
just then my mother fell dangerously ill. 

“Her great worry now was whether I would persevere and 
finally reach the sublime end I had proposed. ‘If I could live to 
see the happy day when you are ordained a priest of God and 
receive your first blessing,’ she used to say, ‘then would I gladly 
close my eyes in death. For this favor I daily pray to God and 
confidently recommend this intention to the Sacred Hearts of 
Jesus and Mary.’ I, too, prayed and earnestly besought our 
Lord to spare my dear sick mother until I would reach the 
longed-for goal, and the ambition of her life would be realized 
by seeing her son a priest of God. 

“Five years passed; often during that lapse of time my 
mother seemed at the point of death. The physicians could not 
understand how she could survive the severe attacks of illness, but 
she always rallied. Finally the last bit of her strength was con- 
sumed, she grew visibly weaker and death seemed imminent. It 
was the end of May. If God would not intervene in an extra- 
ordinary manner, my mother could not live to see her son ordained, 
for, according to an old custom of our diocese, the sacred 
ceremony was to take place on June 29th, the feast of SS. Peter 
and Paul. 
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“However, God does not permit the confidence of His children 
to be confounded. Divine Providence arranged circumstances so 
that, just this year, the archbishop for reasons pertaining to his 
health, performed the ordination ceremonies on June 5th. Know- 
ing my mother’s serious condition, I started for home the following 
day and arrived there in the evening. | found our relatives and 
neighbors assembled at my mother’s deathbed. It seemed she 
had been unconscious for quite a while, but when she heard my 
voice as | imparted to her my first blessing, she opened her eyes 
and said with a blissful smile, ‘Frank, my dear son! God has 
granted our petition even in my last hour. Oh, let us thank Him 
and the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary.’ 

“Supported by the attendants, she raised her right hand and 
gave me her last maternal blessing, then sank back exhausted. 
I whispered words of confidence and encouragement for the last 
Struggle and said the prayers for the dying. At nine o’clock, three 
hours after my arrival, she departed peacefully. My mother was 
the first one over whom | pronounced the last rites of the Church, 
which was indeed a painful duty and a hard trial for me. Yet 
the remembrance of her joy on receiving my first blessing tended 
to assuage my grief, and awakened in me Still greater confidence 
in the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary for this marvelous 
answer to my mother’s prayers.” 


ODSODODODO 


New Prayer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 


O most Holy Heart of Jesus, Fountain of all good, 
I adore Thee, I love Thee and being deeply sorry 
for my sins, I offer Thee this my poor heart. Make 
it humble, patient, pure, and in all things conformed 
to Thy desires. 

Grant, O good Jesus, that I may live in Thee 
and for Thee. Protect me in dangers, console me 
in affliction, give me health of body, assistance in 
my temporal needs, Thy blessing in all my under- 


takings, and the grace of a holy death. 
100 days’ indulgence each time. Benedict XV. Dec. 4, 1915. 











mee EVOTION to the Sacred Heart of Jesus does not 
consist in merely having a picture of the Sacred 
Heart and venerating it exteriorly; nor in honoring 
only our Savior’s sacred human Heart of flesh. The 
§ true devotion to the Sacred Heart consists first of 
all in raising our mind and thoughts to the Son of God become 
incarnate, and reflecting on what our Divine Savior did and suf- 
fered for us through a voluntary impulse of His Heart; what He 
Sill daily does for us in the Blessed Sacrament and the outrages 
He endures for us in this mystery of divine love. 

By this devotion, holy Church desires to reveal to the faith- 
ful, the most holy affections, desires and movements of His 
Heart, through which our Savior honored His Heavenly Father, 
sanctified the faithful, and presented Himself to mankind as the 
most perfect model of eminent sanctity. These emotions of the 
Heart of Jesus Christ are: a burning zeal for the glory of His 
Father, a boundless love for mankind, the most profound humility, 
an unconquerable patience, a total sacrificing and devotedness 
of self to the will of the Father, a perpetual adoration of God’s 
Sovereign Majesty, an unceasing act of thanksgiving, etc. All 
these emotions and affections were present even at the first 
moment of His incarnation; they animated His Heart to the last 
moment on the cross, and will continue to animate His Heart 





- in the Blessed Sacrament to the end of time. 


In order to realize the infinite love of God as shown in the 
incarnation and manifested in His passion, and made known in 
the adorable Sacrament of the altar, man needs a visible repre- 
sentation of this love. For this reason our Divine Lord commanded 
His servant, Blessed Margaret Mary Alacoque (1690 * ), to 
represent to mankind His boundless love in the image of a Heart 
from which impetuously burst forth flames of fire; the wound 
received with the lance was to appear visibly, and it was to be 
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surmounted by a cross and encircled by a crown of thorns. 

“These instruments of My passion,” our Lord said to her, 
“signify that it was My unbounded love for men that has been 
the source of all My suffering, as it is also this love which impels 
Me to accept patiently all the humiliations, the ignominy and 
outrages that I have suffered in the Blessed Sacrament from the 
moment of Its institution and will continue to suffer till the end 
of time. I have an intense desire that men love Me perfectly, 
and therefore I wish to place before them My Heart and to open 
to them all the treasures of My love and mercy, in order that 
all who desire to honor this Heart, may be filled with Its riches. 
I desire that this visible symbol of My love for man be publicly 
exposed, that the sight thereof may touch their insensible and 
and cold hearts and fill them with My love.” 

We should therefore behold and venerate in Jesus Christ, His 
Sacred Heart as the seat of all holy desires and affections, as the 
treasury of all graces and the most perfect model for all hearts. 

As the corporal Heart of Jesus participates most intimately 
in all His interior life, the life of His soul, it is but just that we 
extend to It our veneration. Moreover, His Heart is one of the 
most noble and distinguished organs in the body of Christ. It 
is the vessel that contains the precious blood. But what glori- 
fication is due to the Heart of Jesus when we consider that It is 
most intimately united with the second Person of the Divinity! 
It belongs to the second of the three Divine Persons, It is therefore 
a Divine Heart. It consequently deserves the homage which is 
due to God alone, adoration. Yes, the Sacred Heart of Jesus is 
indeed worthy of our homage and adoration in the highest degree. 


ODODWOD ODO 


A Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing. 





#3) ELEASED from persecution and calumny through 
| the power of the Sacred Heart, a religious after- 
|} ward related the following circumstances of her 
trying situation, to serve as an incentive for all to 
have recourse to this Fountain of Grace in every 





trial and affliction. “I wonder now,” she says, “why the promises 
made by our Lord to Blessed Margaret Mary did not occur to 
me sooner: I shall bless every home where a picture of my Heart 
is set up and honored. I will bless all their undertakings. 

















‘Suffer the little children to come unto Me, and forbid them 
not; for of such is the kingdom of God” (Mark x. 14). 
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“Three years ago I was appointed superioress of an institution, 
the manager of which was described to me as a suspicious person. 
The sly fellow was not wanting in flattery and courtesy, but was 
repulsed in such a manner that his sentiments were soon changed 
into hatred and revenge. Before three months had elapsed I was 
convinced that he was also an unfaithful manager and that when- 
ever he had a chance, he was dishonest with the goods of the 
institution. He practiced his deceit with such craftiness, however, 
that nothing could be proved against him. Even when he was 
almost caught in the very act, he found some way of freeing 
himself from suspicion. He so well succeeded in deceiving the 
managing committee, that they placed full confidence in him, and 
he availed himself of his credit to oppress and basely calumniate 
both me and my religious. 

“For almost three years I had prayed fervently to St. Joseph 
to deliver us from this distressing situation. On All Souls’ day, 
I felt so oppressed, that it seemed to me my heart must break. 
I went to the chapel to pour out my sorrow into the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. Presently the thought came to me, “The Heart 
of Jesus will aid you.’ I was so penetrated with this inspiration, 
that I said to the sisters, ‘St. Joseph wills that we leave the honor 
of our deliverance to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.’ We now com- 
menced a novena of the litany of the Sacred Heart and the litany 
of St. Joseph, during which time we lit a candle before the picture 
of the Sacred Heart another before that of St. Joseph, and a third 
before the statue of our patroness, the Mother of Sorrows. I made 
a promise to spread the devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
as much as possible. 

“Two days after we had begun the novena, one of the com- 
mittee members succeeded in furnishing proofs against the manager 
for the embezzlement of a large sum of money. Will he be shrewd 
enough to extricate himself from his trap this time? we asked 
ourselves. With firm confidence in the protection of the Sacred 
Heart we continued our novena. On the last day, the faithless 
man was discharged; he was obliged to take flight in order to 
escape the hands of justice.” 


OD OW ODODWDO 


REMARK.— Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, 
according to the decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 
and 1641, in so far as the Church has not decided upon them, 
claim only human credence. 
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The Sacred Heart of Jesus a Sure Help. 





WIDOW who had nourished a special devotion to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, promised a novena one spring, 
if her fruit trees, the chief source of her income, would 
be preserved from the heavy frosts that in some neigh- 

boring localities were doing so much damage. Her prayers were 
heard; that year her trees yielded more fruit than ever before. 

In the course of that summer one of her sons fell ill. She 
admonished him to prepare himself for the reception of the last 
sacraments, but as the doctor declared there was no immediate 
danger, her son was not inclined to listen to her exhortation. In 
her great distress and anxiety, the good mother had recourse to 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus. She left the sick-chamber and went 
to her room where she knelt down before the image of the Sacred 
Heart; there, amid burning tears she promised a novena and a . 
holy Mass in honor of the Sacred Heart, if her son would not 
die without the grace of receiving the last sacraments. She then 
returned to him, and now he himself asked to be prepared. The 
mother sent for the priest at once, and within two hours her son 
had received the last sacraments. Ten minutes later he departed 


peacefully. 

instrument of His divine mercy to give to souls who were 
considered lost, the grace of conversion. These and 

various other cases excited in me a great love and confidence 

in the Sacred Heart of Jesus. I also endeavored by every possible 

means to encourage love and devotion to the Sacred Heart among 

the faithful. Occasions for this were not wanting. 

“One night | was summoned on a sick-call to a man who was 
seriously ill with typhoid fever. As he was young and had been 
robust, there was grave danger that he would not recover. He 
declared to me at once that he must die and had no more 
hope. Great was his terror to find himself, as he supposed, at 
the portals of eternity. ‘If I could only get well! I would give 
and do anything to get well again,’ he said. His mother, brothers 
and sisters were disconsolate to see him steadily growing worse. 





ODINDWDINDODO 


Saved from Death. 





PASTOR writes as follows: “I have often experienced 
that the loving Heart of Jesus made use of me as an 
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“The thought occurred to me, that now was the time for the 
Heart of Jesus to erect for Itself an altar in this home. I called 
the sick man’s attention to the love and the mercy of the Sacred 
Heart which had aided so many thousands in distress. I encour- 
aged him to promise to do something in honor of the Sacred 
Heart if his health would be restored. ‘Yes, I will do anything 
if only I get well,’ he said. I then made a proposition to him 
saying, ‘If the Sacred Heart restores your health, procure a beau- 
tiful picture of the Heart of Jesus for the home, recite the Sacred 
Heart litany before it every Friday for a year, and spread the 
devotion to the Sacred Heart. Will you promise to do this?’ 
‘Most willingly,’ he replied. 

“After this short conversation, the patient lost consciousness. 
Contrary to all expectations he really regained his health, and 
none of the family took the disease. After he grew better, he 
asked me to procure for him a picture of the Sacred Heart. 
Henceforth the Heart of Jesus was highly venerated in the family. 
The Sacred Heart Itself had erected an altar and in one more 
home Its ardent desire was fulfilled that everywhere be offered 
sacrifices of love and reparation.” 


ODOD@WIODWDIODO 


A Change of Mind. 


= S God had seen fit to leave to me a bodily defect since 
| childhood,” relates a servant, “it had become doubly 
i hard for me to earn a livelihood among strangers. On 
=——"_ account of this infirmity it was impossible for me to find 
another means of sustenance, but in the affliction I recognized 
the will of God, and have long since been resigned to my lot. 
“Four years ago I secured a position in a large house where 
there are many other servants. I was well able to fulfill my 
duties here, however, another great trial awaited me. Two of the 
help had taken a decided dislike for me, which in time turned 
to hatred, although I was not aware of having given the slightest 
provocation for their manner of acting. I endeavored to overcome 
their feelings of aversion by kindness, and did my utmost to be 
obliging and treat them courteously. Still, as I would not give 
up the practice of piety, which was probably the principal cause 
of their ill will toward me, things continued in this distressing 
manner for fully three years. 
“What I endured during all this time is known to God alone. 
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* Upon the advice of my confessor I daily had recourse to the 
immaculate heart of Mary as the refuge of sinners. I likewise 
prayed fervently to the Divine Heart of Jesus and brought many 
a personal sacrifice. Often I would go to the oratory, and there 
before the tabernacle seek alleviation for my depressed heart in 
weeping. At night when in my grief and sorrow I could not find 
rest, | would fall on my knees and implore the loving Heart of 
my Savior to have mercy on me and to help me. At last this 
compassionate Heart conquered all my enemies. 

“Although no change has taken place in anything exteriorly, 
yet the hearts of my opponents have become entirely changed, 
and we now live together in peace and harmony. Ah, that 
everyone would seek consolation from the loving Heart of Jesus, 
especially servants who must bear so great a portion of life’s 
burden; surely there they will find comfort in every trial.” 


esotoneets 


Cure of a Sick Priest. 





A priest who had suffered much from illness wrote as follows 
in testimony of the marvelous assistance received from the Sacred 
Hearts of Jesus and Mary. He says: “I would like to say to 
everyone who is suffering from bodily infirmities: Come and seek 
aid from the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary; your petitions 
will not be in vain, for I can testify to this from personal experience. 

“In consequence of a fall I was left with a number of bodily 
afflictions, especially a severe pain in the head. At times it was 
almost unbearable. I would feel so dizzy and sick that I was 
unfit for anything and was no longer able to fulfill my duties. 
All treatments and medical aid failed to relieve my suffering. 

“With great confidence I began to make novena after novena 
to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, praying with a lively faith 
and a filial devotedness, not to be cured, no; only for alleviation, 
so that if I were to live longer, I might be able to endure my 
sufferings patiently. I promised to have the pictures of the Sacred 
Hearts hung up for public veneration in a chapel of the Blessed 
Virgin, and to do all in my power to spread devotion to the 
Sacred Heart. Lo! my promise was graciously accepted, and 
my petition answered. My condition improved daily, and in a few 
months I felt a great deal better. May the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
be ever more and more honored, adored and loved!” 
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The Work of the Good Press. 





ea HE press is a powerful agent for good or evil. 
With the aid of zealous supporters untold 
good can be effected through the work of 
the good press. Our printing establishment 
is conducted solely in the service of the 
holy Church. The work of our press is per- 
formed by virgins consecrated to God, laboring exclusively 
for Christ and His interests. Hereby there is realized a 
wish expressed by St. Francis de Sales, patron of the 
good press, who says, ‘‘I wish to see in the Church of 
God a community of virgins whose choir is the workshop, 
and who in the sweat of their brow earn their daily bread 
and that of others. This would be true evangelical poverty 
as practiced by the holy Family and the apostles.”’ 
However, it does not suffice that the truth and the 
word of God be printed in the spirit of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church, there is also required an organization for 
circulating the printed matter. It were greatly to be de- 
sired that Christian maidens and young ladies living in 
the world, like true spouses of Christ and wise virgins, 
should work hand in hand with those in the cloister and 
thereby prove themselves apostles of the good press. We 
have striking instances of what can be done by zealous 
and intelligent persons in promoting this work. It is 
wonderful how much a young lady, a noble woman, a 
youth, or a hard-working father has sometimes accom- 
plished in circulating our magazine. Some bring many 
personal sacrifices of money, time and labor, yet they 
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consider it a profitable investment whereby God becomes 
their debtor who will repay them a hundred-fold. These 
are, indeed, true apostles of the press, and such can often 
contribute more for the instruction of Christian people 
than the priest in the pulpit. 

The spreading of ‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatory” de- 
pends entirely on our readers, readers who are enthusiastic 
advocates of the cause of Christ. We have no paid 
agents, and the sisters themselves can not very well go 
out to solicit subscribers. True, it is almost impossible to 
obtain subscriptions without inconvenience and trouble, 
and those who are desirous to spréad the work of the 
good press must be zealous for the noble cause they gen- 
erously uphold. Let them be sustained by the conviction 
that the smallest sacrifice made for God and the good of 
souls will one day harvest a bountiful reward. As an en- 
couragement read these words of the Congregation of the 
Council: ‘“The.work of the good press is a matter of prime 
importance in our sadly afflicted times, and something 
about which the holy Father, Benedict XV., is much con- 
cerned.”’ 


ODBODWINDIODO 


Pope Benedict XV. on the True Devotion 
in “The Golden Book.” 





On the occasion of the jubilee of the second centenary of 
Blessed Grignon de Montfort’s death, our holy Father, Benedict 
XV., wrote personally to the general of the two congregations 
which BI. de Montfort had founded. His letter contained the 
following significant passage: 


“Your blessed Father, Grignon de Montfort, inspired you 
with an extraordinary love for the Blessed Virgin Mary. Indeed, 
it was his special desire that your mission in restoring the 
kingdom of God among men should consist especially in this, 
that you propagate the devotion to Mary. As an efficient means 
for this apostolate, he bequeathed to you the book, written with 
his own hand, on the true devotion to Mary, that you might 
explain it to the people. Although but a small volume, it 
nevertheless, possesses great authority and is rich in unction. 
We are very glad that it has been so widely spread by your 
efforts. May it be circulated still further and reanimate an 
ever greater number of souls with the Christian spirit. A person 
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who truly loves Mary, necessarily loves Jesus, and goes directly 
to the Son through the Mother.’’ These are the words of the 
Vicar of Christ. Blessed de Montfort says, “In order that 
Christ’s kingdom come, Mary’s kingdom mu&t come first.” 


“The Golden Book,” this splendid work containing, in clear 
simple language, the full doctrine on the true devotion to Mary, 
will be sent to our readers as a premium for three or five new 
subscriptions for ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.” 


etOSOoots 


OUR SINCERE GRATITUDE 


to all the kind solicitors and promoters of “Tabernacle 
and Purgatory,” who have aided us in furthering our work. 
Our benefaétors, subscribers and patrons, form with us a 
spiritual family, an apoStolic family, whose members share 
in common the spiritual goods of prayer and meritorious 
works, just as did the first Christians who were one heart 
and soul. They, by prayers and alms gave support to the 
apoStles and disciples in their labors for Christ and the 
salvation of souls; in return, the laborers of the holy Gospel 
permitted their patrons and benefaétors to participate in 
their own merits. This reciprocity is confirmed by the fol- 
lowing excerpt from holy Scripture: “He that receiveth a 
prophet—(one who spreads the truth) —shall receive the 
reward of a prophet.” 

Similar it is with the apo&tolic work of the Catholic 
press, of spreading edifying and in&truétive literature. The 
amount of good that has until now been effeéted by our 
press is known to God alone. We desire to widen our 
field of labor, to increase the beneficial influence of our pub- 
lication, and in order to accomplish results, we must have 
the aid of persons who are enthusia&tic for God’s cause, 
who with self-sacrificing zeal work for the greater honor of 
the Divine Heart of Jesus and His Blessed Mother. What 
joy if at the end of the year we could inform our readers, 
that through their kind co-operation, our magazine reaches 


50,000 homes! 
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- A Prophesy of Pius IX. 





=| HE magnificent festivities that took place in Rome, 
| December 8, 1854, when the dogma of the Immaculate 
Conception was defined and promulgated, brought thither 
not only representatives from all Christian countries, but 
even Protestants. Christian nations vied with one another to 
follow the summons of Pius IX.; from all directions they came 
together to celebrate the triumph of Mary the immaculate Virgin. 

Russia alone failed to participate in this universal joy, for 
Russia was otherwise engaged, namely, in persecuting the Catholic 
Church. The churches were plundered, the priests brought before 
the war-tribunal and exiled to Siberia where they perished 
miserably. Entire provinces had to choose between banishment 
and apostasy; the bishops were driven from their dioceses, and 
Mgr. Lubienski died in the icy steppes with every indication of 
poisoning. The persecutions grew so violent that Pius IX. raised 
his voice in condemnation of the outrages perpetrated against 
the innocent victims. 

“The blood of the weak and innocent cries for vengeance to 
the throne of the Most High. Poor Poland! This despotic lord 
who falsely calls himself ‘the Catholic of the Orient,’” declared 
Pius IX., “is nothing but an apostate from the heart of the true 
Church. He persecutes and kills his Catholic subjects; he ban- 
ishes the population of whole cities into regions of snow and ice 
where they are deprived of every religious comfort; he exiles the 
priests and condemns them to compulsory labor or other perse- 
cutions. Fortunate are they who took flight and are now wan- 
dering about in strange lands.” Thus spoke the holy Father 
deeply grieved. 

Russia had in 1854 officially withdrawn from the praises of 
Mary which with one accord rose to heaven on the day of the 
promulgation of the dogma of the Immaculate Conception. Pius 
IX. felt this keenly, and in bitter regret pronounced these pro- 
phetic words: “The Lord of hosts, the Son of Mary, will be 
mindful of this on the day of great battles.” 

Fifty years later, in 1904, the whole Church was rejoicing 
when celebrating the golden jubilee of the promulgation of the 
dogma of the Immaculate Conception. But Russia was far from 
being joyfully disposed. The year 1904, which for the Catholic 
world was a year of jubilation, was for Russia, a year of mourning. 
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Thousands of her sons were daily being transported through 
Siberia where so many Catholics had previously died in slavery. 
It was the beginning of the ravaging war with Japan: the first hour 
of “the great battles” had struck. The “Son of Mary” remembered 
the insult which had been offered to His Mother fifty years 
before. And this was only the beginning. Ten years later, in 
1914, the second fatal hour struck. It was the commencement 
of the present terrible world-war which cost the czar his crown. 
Was this an event of mere “chance,” or the “judgment-sword” 


of God? 


OD’ OW OD ODO 


Two Heroic Missionaries. 





S| N the morning of January 30, 1889, the Spanish steamer 
“Remus” was wrecked along the coast of the Philippine 
islands. Two Catholic missionaries were on board the 
vessel at the time. One of the priests was a Jesuit, 
Father Paul Raymond, the other a Franciscan, Frater Dorado. As 
soon as the gravity of the disaster was realized, there was great 
consternation among the passengers, all of whom tried to save 
their lives. The two missionaries alone remained calm and 
were solely intent in assisting the others to get safely into the 
life-boats. 

When the danger was at its height, the missionaries were 
also urged to get into a boat. One only could be persuaded; the 
other declared he would not leave the vessel until all were safe. 
Soon afterwards the “Remus” sank. While it was going down, the 
missionary was seen kneeling on the deck praying; a few moments 
later he was swallowed up by the waves. | 

Several of the shipwrecked passengers who could swim 
succeeded in keeping above water. One of them swam to the 
boat in which the surviving missionary was, and clambering 
along the side of the craft begged to be taken in. Unfortunately 
the boat was already so over-crowded that there was no room 
left. “I will give him my place,” said the courageous missionary, 
and suiting the action to the word, he sprang into the sea before 
his companions could prevent him, and instantly disappeared 
amid the waves. 





eSototoetds 











Prayer — No Loss of Time. 





1} ET us never be deterred from saying our prayers 

Ds} by the thought that we are losing time. What 
would we say of a priest who asserts that he has 
no time to say Mass? Would we not be scandalized 
@3} at a religious who prefers temporal affairs to the 
service of God? And what must we think of a Christian who 
considers the time spent in prayer as lost? The saints held en- 
tirely different views in this regard as is shown by a remark of 
St. Francis de Sales. “Often I am so overburdened with care 
and trouble that I do not know which way to turn or where to 
begin; but this by no means disturbs me when I say my office. 
I am not distracted then. I represent to myself that I am in 
heaven and there in union with the angels sing the praises 
of my Creator. When leaving the choir, | find that the most 
difficult affairs which had caused me so much worry, are settled 
in a moment; it is our Lord who does this.” 

The saints derived their views from holy Scripture which 
says, “Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that 
build it” (Psalm cxxvi. 1). “Without Me you can do nothing” 
declares our Lord Himself (John xv. 5). Without the assistance 
of God and His blessing on our labors, all our efforts are in vain. 

Once when a hail-storm had destroyed the crops, a father of 
a family, a truly Christian man, openly declared: “This punishment 
comes upon us for no other reason than, because so many people 
are ungrateful and neglect to say grace before and after meals.” 
Even Moses warns the Israelites in this regard, saying, “When 
thou shalt have eaten and be full, take heed lest thou forget the 
Lord” (Deut. vi. 12). 
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A family was once assembled at dinner. As in so many 
other homes, there was no thought of saying grace. The grain 
out in the fields was rich and ripe, ready to cut. Suddenly the 
sky grew dark, a dull roaring was heard, the windows began to 
rattle, and soon a heavy hail-storm poured down, breaking 
windows and showering the hail-stones into the room. 

“All our harvest is ruined!” lamented the father. He wept 
and with him the mother and children. One of the little ones 
as if prompted by a higher impulse said, “Perhaps God is angry 
because we do not say grace before and after meals.” Was this 
child wrong? 

Indeed, the time we devote to prayer is not lost. On the 
contrary, our business prospers all the better, we have a greater 
blessing on our work, we feel peaceful and contented in all our 
difficulties and trials. Prayer makes us well disposed and cheerful; 
prayer is the receptacle for God’s gifts and benefits. We never 
pray in vain, and God never permits that we lose anything on 
account of our prayers. He is not ungrateful and never can be, 
and therefore never leaves unrewarded anything done for Him. 
God and prayer are our sole wealth and consolation here on earth. 


ODODW ODWOONO 


“Either Forgive — or Be Lost.” 





N the life of St. Leonard of Port Maurice we find an account 
41 of the following remarkable conversion. Once a person 
of noble rank in Rome, who had been an intimate friend 
of St. Leonard, and at his solicitations had performed many 
works of charity, fell ill. His condition became alarming and it 
was feared his end was near. Meantime word had reached the 
servant of God that the sick man bore a deadly hatred toward 
his nephew, and that he would not permit him to come into his 
presence, or even that reference should be made of him. 

No sooner had the saint been informed of this animosity of 
his friend, than he hastened to his bedside and without further 
compliments said to him, “Your excellence, I have loved you in 
the days of your health, and now that you are ill, 1 love you Still 
more. On account of the love I bear your soul, | tell you 
fearlessly and candidly: Either forgive your nephew — or be 
lost.” 

These courageous words of the servant of God deeply affected 
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the man and softened his heart. Previously he had been so 
obdurate to all petitions concerning a reconciliation, that no one 
dared allude to the subject in his presence. But now he was 
suddenly changed; he immediately called for his nephew, embraced 
him in Christian charity, and became perfectly reconciled with 
him and with God. The reunion was effected none too soon, for 
a short time afterward the sick man expired. 


O0DOD9ODSH’DO 


As Our Sunday, So the Day of Our Death. 





B) UNDAY is a day of rest. On this day we should perform 
no servile work, but should entertain ourselves with God 
and then we may seek enjoyment in harmless recreation. 
If your Sunday is thus spent, rejoice, for the day of your 
death will be for you a day of entrance to the glory of God, the 
beginning of eternal rest. 

Our Sunday is our church-day; we must go to church, if 
possible strengthen ourselves with the Bread of angels, assist 
devoutly at holy Mass and hear the word of God. If your Sunday 
is thus sanctified, be glad, for the day of your death will be your 
homeward journey to our Father’s house in heaven. As your 
Sunday, so the day of your death; daily this truth is verified. 

How could we entertain any hope of a happy day of death 
if we abuse our Sunday to offend God, even to separate ourselves 
more from God and heaven by indulgence in sinful pleasures. 
Were it not separating ourselves from Him if we were to commit 
a mortal sin already on Sunday morning by not going to Mass? 
Were it not offending God and separating oneself ever more from 
God and heaven, if on Sunday afternoon or evening a person 
were to commit mortal sin by intemperance, by sinful language, 
by sins of impurity which have already caused so much misery 
and scandal on Sundays? 

As your Sunday, so the day of your death. Many a one 
has tried to pacify his conscience by saying, “It isn’t so bad, 
when I grow old, when death approaches, I shall amend.” But 
what generally happens to such when the last hour is nearing? 
They will not believe that their end is so near, and go with little 
or no preparation on their long journey to eternity. They took 
too many chances and have lost their salvation. 
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As our Sunday, so the day of our death! Let us weigh this 
consideration well, spend Sunday as a sacred day in compliance 
with the holy commandment: Thou shalt keep holy the Sabbath. 
What a consolation to know that then the day of our death will 
be holy, too. 

0BOWIHDWODO 


Where Do They Belong Who Curse and Blaspheme ? 





Once in passing through a village of his native country a 
zealous French missionary heard some children in the street 
blaspheme the holy name of God. This grieved him very much 
and he called the children around him and said: “My dear 
children, in your village the people speak French, do they not ?— 
Very well!—And if you hear anyone speaking the German lan- 
guage, you say he is a German; and if someone speak English, 
you say he is an Englishman; and if he speak Spanish, you say 
he is a Spaniard. You know they are foreigners and that they 
will soon return to their own country. 

“But do you know in which country the language of cursing 
and blaspheming is spoken ?—In hell.— Now, my poor children, 
if you curse and blaspheme God, you speak the language of hell 
and everybody that hears you must say: These children are 
speaking the language of hell; hell is therefore their country and 
sooner or later they will return to their fatherland, hell.” 

What an awful thing, to misuse one’s tongue for cursing 
instead of using it to pray. How terrible to desecrate the tongue 
by impure words, since upon the tongue is placed the infinitely 
pure body of Jesus Christ in Holy Communion. 
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Special Devotions Explained. 


Each pamphlet is a brief but comprehensive treatment of its 
subject. The booklets are written in an attractive style, and you 
will read the clear explanations with increasing interest and edification. 


Prayer, the Great Means of Grace. 

Communion Devotions in Union with Mary. 

Conformity to the Will of God. 

Magnificence of the Love of God. 

Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus. 

Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations. 

All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus! | NEW! 
Words of Consolation for the Sick and Afflicted. 


Per copy 5 cents; 100 copies $4.00. 


Communicate Frequently and Devoutly. 
True Veneration of the Sacred Heart. 
The Fountain of Grace. 
Devotion to Mary. 
Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows. 
Assist the Souls in Purgatory. 

2 copies 5 cents; 100 copies $2.00. 


Devotion to the Precious Blood. 
Message of the Sacred Heart. 
Holy Water in the Christian Home. 
3 copies 5 cents; 100 copies $1.50. 


Only a few moments given to spiritual reading daily will result 
in great spiritual profit. It will re-enkindle zeal and fervor, and tend 
to lead young and old to the practice of a devout and virtuous 
Catholic life. 
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DEMAND THE 


Genuine MT. OLIVE Coal 


or the 


Guaranteed Staunton Coal. 


It is good for grates, cook-stoves or furnaces — burns up clean, 
is free from slate and rock, and makes very little ash. 
Mined only by 
THE CONSOLIDATED COAL COMPANY OF ST. LOUIS, 
RAILWAY EXCHANGE BUILDING, 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 





St. Joseph’s Academy, 
Clyde, Mo. 
Conducted by the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration. 


A Select Convent School. 


Only Catholic girls of good character are admitted. 


4 Enrollment at this Institution will insure for your daughter a 
solid Christian education. Catechetical instructions are given by 
the Reverend convent Chaplain who spares no pains to impart to 
the pupils a clear knowledge of our holy religion. Special atten- 
tion is paid to the formation of character, and the careful training, 
thorough religious instructions and regular discipline of the convent 
school will exert a favorable influence for after-life. 


4 The curriculum embraces the Academic, Commercial, Pre- 
paratory, Domestic Science, Music and Art Departments. 

4 The Academy is situated in a healthful locality. Extensive 
grounds and woodland afford students opportunity for abundant 
out-door exercise. New, modernly equipped buildings. 


{ Conveniently situated near the Wabash and the Chicago 
Great Western Railroads. 


4 Terms—$200.00 per year. Children under 10 years $160.00. 


@ For catalog address: The Sister Directress. 
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Conception College and Seminary. 


An ideal college home particularly for young men who are studying 
for the HOLY PRIESTHOOD. 


Beautiful and healthful location. Large campus. 


Complete COLLEGE and HIGH SCHOOL courses. Modern languages 
free. CHURCH MUSIC a specialty. 


For catalog and particulars address: 


THE REV. RECTOR, O.S. B., 
CONCEPTION COLLEGE, CONCEPTION, MO. 
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